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EXCLUSIVE

'Obsessed
by
death'

EXCLUSIVE
By VINCE SOODIN

Meddler let himself
in flat

A COUPLE who rented a flat from
suspect Christopher Jefferies believe
he let himself into their home while
they were out.

Gary and Kat
Anderton lived for
seven months in
2005 in a two-bed
flat in Clifton,
Bristol, next to the
one that murdered
Jo Yeates later
rented. They said

Suspect ... Chris Jefferies

By GARY O’SHEA

AN ex-pupil of Joanna Yeates murder suspect
Chris Jefferies yesterday claimed he was obsessed
with death.

The former student said eccentric English teacher Jefferies
- who was released on police bail last night - made them
watch films about Nazi death camps and scared some
children with his macabre fascination.

He added: "Jefferies just wanted to show us death. He was
obsessed with it." Jefferies, 65 - who was Jo's landlord and
lived in a flat above her - was arrested on Thursday.
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Interview ... Peter Stanley and cop
Doug Seeburg

Suspect ‘followed
me’ says woman
FORMER acquaintance
of Jo suspect tells how
she felt she was being
followed by Jefferies

Becks: Let me
join Tottenham
DAVID BECKHAM has
given the green light to
a sensational loan
move to Tottenham

Take That Cari on
partying abroad
MAN BAND pictured
performing at a party in
Barbados for record
label’s friends & family

Tenants ... Gary and
Kat Anderton

Jefferies was
always checking
up on them and
knew their movements.

TV editor Gary, 42, said: "There was
nothing sinister, but I have no doubt he
went in to check on things when we
weren't there. He was very meticulous,
everything had to be pristine.

"Every week he'd say, 'I need to check
this, can I come over?' And you
couldn't really say no. He had a key so
he could come in when he wanted.

"He would also have known if Kat was
there on her own. He seemed to know
everyone's movements and could see
if my car wasn't there."

Kat, 31, added: "He was a bit of a
meddler. We found him to be over-
friendly but trusted him, he was a pillar
of the community.

"He had that stern teacher's way about
him. He could be charming and for his
age he was physically fit and looked
quite strong.

"It seemed good to have the landlord
in the building for extra security."
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The ex-pupil was at £28,000-a-year Clifton College in
Bristol in the '80s when Jefferies taught there. The teacher
earned a reputation as an oddball with his flamboyant
behaviour and blue-rinse hairdo.

The student told how Jefferies had an "academic
obsession" with death, and was particularly fascinated by
Victorian murder novel The Moonstone and disturbing
Holocaust documentary Night And Fog.

He said pupils mostly tried to avoid Jefferies - but he and
his classmates were once taken to the teacher's flat. He
added: "We went for a book reading. I thought it was odd
we went to his flat. To go to a master's house was very,
very strange, but there was nothing more to it."

Detectives yesterday interviewed a neighbour of Jo's who
helped Jefferies start her boyfriend's broken-down car
hours before she vanished.

Jefferies asked Peter Stanley for some jump leads to get
Greg Reardon's car running so he could drive to Sheffield
to see his brother. Officers spent several hours with Mr
Stanley, 56, who lives next door to the flats where Jo lived
in Clifton, Bristol. His BMW is being examined although he
is not a suspect.
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He said yesterday of the car episode: "It was a non-event
at the time, but absolutely poignant now. What if we didn't
get the car to start?"

Mr Stanley is thought to have previously told police that
Jefferies knew Greg, 27, was leaving Jo alone at their
basement flat. A tenant of Mr Stanley's was also
interviewed. Graphic designer Lawrence Penny, 41, had
been in France over Christmas. He described his
questioning as "routine".

Jefferies has been arrested on suspicion of strangling Jo
following "concerns" about his statement. But detectives
are yet to find any evidence linking him to the crime.

Magistrates extended the police deadline of 7pm on Friday
to release the retired English master, who taught for more
than 35 years at exclusive Clifton College.

Officers are still scrutinising CCTV for clues to how Jo's body ended up in a snowy ditch in Failand,
three miles from her home. It was found by dog walkers on Christmas Day.
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